Running head: INTERGENERATIONAL KINSHIPS                                                                   1

INTERGENERATIONAL KINSHIPS                         					2







Intergenerational Kinships
Student’s Name 
Instructor’s Name 
Date




Intergenerational Kinships
Essay Outline
Thesis Statement: Literature will discuss intergenerational cohesion, factors to strengthen intergenerational solidarity, Afrocentric structure and importance family life cycle which are considered as the cause of strength among the African American families. 
First subtopic: Intergenerational cohesion
	Topic sentence: The African American families rely on five critical pillars of strength; 				strong work orientation, strong accomplishment 							orientation, flexible family roles, the strong orientation of religions and 				strong kinship ties. 
			Therefore, for one to work successfully with the African American people, 			it is essential to invest in cultural adaptations, values, history and culture. 
			Intergenerational support, coming together, and strong kinship ties in the 				time need to have been great resources among African American 					families. 
			Contemporary social environment as well the common challenges to both 				the families and individuals guarantee application and revitalization of 				kinship strengths.
			Kin across many generations will usually be called upon to give 					fundamental family ceremonies and intergenerational support is similar to 				practices of social work among African American families 
[bookmark: _Hlk23600543]Second subtopic: Factors to strengthen intergenerational solidarity
	Topic sentence: Among the groups of African American families where the kinships are 				on the verge of collapsing, an approach should be implemented to restore 				and build the bonds of intergenerational kinships and multigenerational 				families. 
			Waites (2009) posits that the specific approach can be the restoration of 				the driving force in the extended family multigenerational network so that 				fictive kin and relatives are encouraged to embrace other family members 				and adhere to the initiative of supporting and caring for the family. 
			Forming an Afrocentric as well as an intergenerational solidarity strategy 				that recognizes the life cycle of the family, values and traditions is crucial 				as it has sustained many people of African American descent together. 
			Acknowledging the wisdom and legacies of past generations and the 				promise and the hope of the future is among the best structures that can be 				implemented for the best outcomes. 
			Waites (2009) argues that these cultural constructs as previously 					elaborated can be utilized in macro, micro and meso interventions to 				promote the lives of every individual, especially among the African 				American individuals. 
[bookmark: _Hlk23600562]Third subtopic: Afrocentric structure and importance
	Topic sentence: Relationships between families across generations are becoming 					significant.
			Transitions in family age systems are leading to long years of lives that are 			shared. Scholars define intergenerational ties as being more crucial than 				nuclear family bonds for the support and well-being of a lifetime course 				(Waites, 2009). 
			When the society has parents, increased longevity, grandparents as well as 			other relatives that acknowledge one another can be essential to serving as 				sources of learning for younger generations. 
			It offers a framework for exploring the past, comprehending the 					contemporary environment and employing culturally appropriate strategies 			and practices that are meant to empower families (Waites, 2009). 
			The power of multigenerational and intergenerational kinship families 				back up can work to enhance and preserve African American families that 				are vulnerable.
Fourth subtopic: Family life cycle
	Topic sentence: At the heart of intergenerational paradigms lie the families. 
			Families have a common history and future, and they transcend through 				time and seasons together. 
			This sharing of futures and history together across various seasons is what 				is commonly referred to as the stages of the family life cycle. 
			Relationships with siblings, parents, grandparents, as well as other 					members of the family, undergo transitions as every member goes 					through the life cycle. Regardless of the many problems, African 					Americans have consistently shown hope, kinship, resilience and 					spirituality.
Conclusion
	Having discussed intergenerational cohesion, factors to strengthen intergenerational solidarity, Afrocentric structure and importance family life cycle which are considered as the cause of strength among the African American families, it is clear that multiple family elements, such as families with children and families in the future life, are formed and build a vast multigenerational family tie. In this approach, there is a semi-permanent reality connected with multigenerational families. Intergenerational perspectives bring attention and awareness of kinship multigenerational families and intergenerational relationships. Values, strengths and practices that are passed across generations, intergenerational supplement and current context are fundamental these perspectives. In the endeavor to continue kinships and intergenerational relations, everyone needs to accept that each generation carries unique strengths and every person within a generation (young and older), is a crucial resource. Additionally, the duties of youths, elders and middle generations in communities and families supporting and nurturing cultural and family strengths are important.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions
a. How is the article relevant to social work knowledge in general practice;
	The article is related to social work education as it discusses intergenerational perspectives that form the theoretical foundations among the Afrocentric families. The article creates awareness and attention to multigenerational families, intergenerational relationships and kinship, all of which are built based on social work knowledge. Social work education relies upon practices, strengths and values that are passed across several generations' life cycle of families, intergenerational acknowledgment and cultural concepts are vital in defining social work knowledge. Additionally, it offers a structure for understanding past, evaluating the current environment and using mechanisms that are precise to practices and approaches that empower families.
b. What value-based or ethical dilemmas does the content discussed in the article invoke? (e.g., treatment of particular groups);
	The content presents a specific approach that can be used to restore the driving force in the extended family multigenerational network so that fictive kin and relatives are encouraged to embrace other family members and adhere to the initiative of supporting and caring for the family. Creation of an Afrocentric as well as intergenerational cohesion strategy that recognizes the life cycle of the family, values and traditions which have sustained many people of African American descent together are also among the value-based dilemmas elaborated by the article.
c. Self-reflection: What surprised you about the information in the article. Name two personal take-ups away. 
	I was surprised by societal problems such as alcohol and drug addiction health differences, HIV and AIDS, extreme representation of African American kids in foster care unemployment, over-incarceration, and poverty are adversely complex in these families. However, despite issues, many families from the African American side have demonstrated significant resilience while others have been subjected to severe suffering. Another thing that surprised me is the fact that there are effective strategies to enable families to withstand pressing issues in society of African American cultural ties unlike it is in other ethnicities. Cultural practices and values that created a bond between families in the past can be institutionalized to strengthen modern families. The power of multigenerational and intergenerational kinship families back up can work to reinforce and preserve African American families that are affected. This organization surprised me because it is hard to find in most contemporary societies. 



Reference
Waites C. (2009). Building on Strengths: Intergenerational Practice with African American Families 2(3):1 -11
